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a very different stamp; instances, it will be" said'
of religious intolerance and violent fanaticism, culmi-
nating in scenes like those which have from time to
time disgraced Aleppo, Nabloos, Damascus, and Cairo.
But the causes of these outbreaks invariably prove,
on investigation, to have been of a national or poli-
tical, nowise of a religious character. The few
educated and well-to-do individuals who have taken
an active part in these deplorable events, were
animated by motives nearer akin to those which
incited Elizabeth to her much harped-on persecution
of Catholics, than to those which lighted up the fires"
of Smithfield under her devout and bloody prede-
cessor. The plot once laid, the hopes of license and
pillage would alone suffice to procure the complicity
of the proletarian rabble never wanting in towns,
Asiatic or European. But it would be unjust to lay
either the malice of the leaders or the ferocity of the
rabble to the charge of a religion which has, in the
person of its most authentic representatives, Imams
and Mollas, invariably disowned such acts, and branded
them as the most atrocious of crimes. No Islamitic
Gregory XIII. has yet caused Te Deums to be sung
and medals to be struck in joyful commemoration of
massacred unbelievers; no Meccan Holy Office has
sentenced to death an entire population, even though
of a creed differing from their own no less widely
than that of the Protestant Netherlands from Spanish
Catholicity.

That individual cases of ill manners and insult
should here and there occur where the lower and
uneducated town-classes are concerned, can hardly be
a matter of surprise; the wonder would be at the
contrary. Foreign usages and appearances occasionally
provoke them, especially in out-of-the-way places;